Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DARES 02522 131230Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 ACDA-12 HA-05 EB-08 ARA-10 /124W 

040126 131238Z/40 

P 131212Z JUN 78 

FM AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8900 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL DAR ES SALAAM 2522 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: US, TZ 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT NYERERE'S JUNE 8 STATEMENT AND USG REACTION 

1 . 1 WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION OF WASHINGTON S 
HANDLING OF THE EVENTS OF LAST WEEK. TIMING AND TONE OF THE 
PRESIDENT'S LETTER WERE EXCELLENT. THE DEPARTMENT S PRESS 
GUIDANCE AND VOA'S COVERAGE WERE EXACTLY ON THE MARK. WE SET 
THE RECORD STRAIGHT WITHOUT PROVOKING RECRIMINATIONS. WHAT 
COULD HAVE BEEN A DISASTROUS CHALLENGE TO OUR ABILITY TO WORK 
WITH RADICAL AFRICA ON OUR OWN HONEST TERMS APPEARS TO HAVE 
BEEN WEATHERED. MIRABILE DICTU, WE SEEM TO HAVE DONE EVERYTHING 
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RIGHT. 

2. IT IS TOO EARLY YET TO ASSESS DEFINITELY THE IMPLICATIONS 
OF (A) PRESIDENT NYERERE'S JUNE 8 STATEMENT CHARGING THE US 
WITH INVOLVEMENT IN THE PAN AFRICA FORCE AND RECOLONIZATION 
OF AFRICA AND (B) OUR REACTION TO THAT STATEMENT. 
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3. PUBLICLY-EXPRESSED US CONCERNS ABOUT SOVIET AND CUBAN 
ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA HAVE CAUSED NYERERE TO HAVE SUBSTANTIAL 
DOUBTS ABOUT US INTENTIONS IN AFRICA. HE COULD EASILY BECOME 
EXCITED AGAIN. 

4. HOWEVER, IT APPEARS AT THE MOMENT THAT THE FLURRY HAS 
PASSED AND THAT NYERERE REMAINS DESIROUS OF COOPERATION WITH 
US. MY CONVERSATION WITH HIM ON JUNE 12 INDICATED HIS CON- 
TINUED INTEREST IN A WESTERN-SPONSORED NEGOTIATED SETTLE- 
MENT IN NAMIBIA. ITS TONE ALSO SUGGESTS THAT THERE ARE 
POSSIBILITIES FOR FURTHER COOPERATION ON RHODESIA AND THAT 
NYERERE'S SUDDEN UPSURGE OF DOUBT ABOUT USG BONA FIDES ON OTHER 
AFRICAN ISSUES HAD BEEN ALLAYED. 
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